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To the Members of the Education Committee: 
 
I am writing in opposition to S.B. 229: An Act Concerning the Charter School 
Approval Process. 
 
I am opposed to any bureaucratic process that would ease approval of charter 
school applications for entrepreneurs and charter advocacy proponents to “steal” 
funding and resources from traditional public schools. Charter schools are not 
accountable to locally-elected Boards of Education and are allowed to run their 
operations pretty-much as they choose through their own appointed Boards of 
Trustees comprised of friends and accomplices. In state-after-state, scandals 
involving misuse and misappropriation of taxpayer dollars are frequently cited in 
the public domain. For too long, charter school advocates have made nuanced 
arguments to justify the need for their existence, but essentially they have gamed 
the system to enable public funds to be absconded by their private entities without 
meaningful oversight and accountability. 
 
Although charter school advocates may find the charter school approval process 
burdensome, I fear that making significant changes to the established process will 
create new loopholes and unintended consequences that will result in further 
diminishment of funding and resources to traditional public schools.  
 
To anyone who has followed the “education reform” movement over the past ten 
years, it is easy  to identify the motives behind those advocacy groups that want to 
make it easier to create more privately-operated charter schools which - in study 
after study - have not proven themselves more effective in educating our students 
than traditional public schools.  
 
I hope you will recognize the checkered history of charter schools, protect the right 
of citizens to hold their schools accountable through locally-elected boards of 
education, and oppose any easing of the Charter School Approval Process. Oppose 
this bill. 
 
John R. Bestor 
Cheshire, CT 
 


